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pool of blood, I knew I was dying.  I 

said, “I commit it all to you, LORD.  

It’s all in your hands.” My life did not 

flash before my eyes, instead, all I 

could feel was an overwhelming sor-

row that I had not served the Lord 

100 percent and had not completed 

what He had asked me to do.  Two 

days later when I woke up, I was told 

I might not live through the surgery 

on my heart, lungs, and neck. Tony, I 

didn’t try to make any deals with the 

Lord. All I could think about was how 

I let the Lord down.  I wasn’t giving 

Him my all when He had given me 

His all.  This hurt more that the 39 

stab wounds.  Tony, thank you for 

being an example to me.  I don’t 

think I could have made it through 

all this without you. I love ya bro and 

will write more when I can. 

Letter #2  Hi, Brother.  I am still in 

the prison hospital.  I have one hole 

that is 2 to 3 inches deep and will not 

heal, and they want my chest bone to 

heal before they release me. I am 

still weak and must get up slowly or I 

pass out.  I am dry celled.  All I have 

is my Bible, writing paper, and a 

toothbrush.  Tony, I have been using 

this time to think and pray.  I don’t 

want to pull up short. I want the Lord 

to be proud of me. Tony, you were a 

good example for me.  All those 

times you got on the radio, when you 

(Continued on page 2) 

Hello Everyone, 

      It has been awhile since our last 

newsletter and many things have 

happened this year. I met with Justin 

Jones (Director of the Department of 

Corrections) and received permis-

sion to take a film crew into the pris-

ons to make a DVD to show to the 

youth when I speak to them in our 

schools, correctional facilities, and 

churches. Please pray for this project. 

     Our DVD’s and CD’s are still 

touching many lives all across the 

nation.  Earlier this year I asked 

Charles and Nancy Stanphill to put 

our CD’s in truck stops on I-44 and I-

55 between Tulsa, OK and Chicago, 

IL.  To supplement this effort, Gary 

Rayburn from Illinois, recently re-

quested permission to duplicate our 

CD and pass these out all across the 

nation as he travels.  Based on the 

seeds planted by these missionaries, 

we have received overwhelming re-

sponses via letters, e-mails, and 

phone calls from people whose lives 

were touched by the power of God’s 

Word in these CD’s. 

     I am always blessed by letters we 

receive, but God has brought a spe-

cial man to my attention.  As you 

know, Matthew 7:16 tells us, “You 

shall know them by their fruits, love, 

joy, peace, patience, kindness, good-

ness, faithfulness, gentleness and self 

control.”  His name is Jeff and he 

lives at Oklahoma State Peniten-

tiary in McAlester, Oklahoma.  

Over several weeks, Jeff wrote me 

five letters that I must share with 

you.  He was severely attacked in 

prison. They are lengthy, but here 

are excerpts. 

Letter #1  Brother, please be with 

me. I am weak and don’t have my 

glasses. One doctor said I was 

stabbed 39 times.  All the doctors 

and nurses tell me, “There is no way 

you should be alive.”  Tony, I did my 

best, but it’s hard to fight off  two 

youngsters with knives, since I chose 

not to fight with a knife.  One of them 

stabbed me in the neck and that 

paralyzed my left hand and leg.  I fell 

to the floor.  As I lay there in a big 
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him will I hear these words?  “Well done 

my good and faithful servant.” Matthew 

25:23.  Since salvation, Jeff has always 

been “meek and humble before the 

Lord,”  Luke 18:9-14.  Psalms 106:3, 

“Blessed, (happy, fortunate, or to be 

envied) are those who observe justice 

(treating others fairly) and do right and 

are in right standing with God at all 

times.”  [The Amplified Bible] 

     I am reminded of a story that I heard 

of two men sharing a hospital room, both 

terminal. One man asked the other, “Are 

you afraid to stand before the Lord when 

you die?”  He replied, “No, I’m 

ashamed.  He has done so much for me, 

and I’ve fallen so short of Him.”  I know if 

I died right now, I would be ashamed.  

Looking into the eyes of the One who 

knows my every thought, everything 

I’ve ever done, I’ll see my King.  He is 

my Savior whose blood washed away 

even my darkest sin, never to be re-

membered again. 

     Oh Jesus, please help us to be more 

like you, forgiving one another as you so 

graciously forgave us.  Jeff, thank you for 

showing us how to stand. We are pray-

ing for you, Brother. 

     I pray that our Father will abundantly 

bless every one of you and all you lay 

hands to. 

Big love and respect, 

Tony Mac 

were hurt, were more important than you 

know.  The pain and suffering you were 

going through was preparing me for the 

pain and suffering I was about to go 

through.  Most days I have peace in my 

heart and forgive those guys that did this 

to me.  I pray for them.  But occasionally 

I’ll be looking at my torn up body and get 

angry.  I feel the rage coming up inside 

me. That’s when I’ve got to pray and hum-

ble myself.  I can’t let this rage go from 

my mind to my heart.  That price would 

be too high.  I would rather use this as an 

opportunity to show how much I love the 

Lord and am thankful for what he has 

done for me. To walk in love will cost you 

something.  To not walk in love will cost 

you everything.  Micah 6:8 says it nicely, 

“This is what I expect from you…to do 

justly, to love kindness, and walk humbly 

before the Lord.”  Much love to you and 

yours.  Be blessed. 

Letter #3  Hi, Brother. Thanks for the 

words of encouragement and pictures of 

your wrecked car. The Lord was definitely 

with you that night.  I don’t understand it, 

but when I don’t, I realize we’re not al-

ways called to understand, but to serve.  

Tony, that’s what you did after the wreck. 

Even in your pain, you were there for me.  

Thank you Brother, thank you, Tony Mac, 

for having the strength and will to serve 

no matter what.  Now, here’s the good 

news.  Tony, I have made parole.  Don’t 

know where I’ll go or what I’ll do.  Prov-

erbs 16:9 says, “A man’s mind plans his 

way, but the Lord directs his steps.”  I feel 

in my heart that I am called to full time 

ministry, and that I want more than any-

thing.  Being stabbed 39 times and almost 

bleeding to death, was a very, very, very 

serious turning point in my life.  It made 

me completely aware of what really mat-

ters.  I am 99.99% sure I’ll be in full time 

ministry.  The how, when, and where is all 

in His hands.  Physically, I am doing okay.  

I still have a couple of things healing up.  

The Physical Therapist says, for someone 

6 weeks out of open heart surgery and 39 

stab wounds, the Lord has performed a 

miracle.  Tony, I am done for now.  A big 

love for you and the help you have given 

me.  You’re my example! 

Letter #4  Hi, Brother.  I am still in medical 

and have one hole that has not healed and 

closed. Tony, I set back and look at these 

guys and what they did to me, and I don’t 

want to be numbered with them.  Our 

youth are so mixed up and lost.  I think, BE 

LIKE CHRIST.  Every minute of his life was 

spent doing his Father’s will.  Tony, Christ 

had the power at his disposal, at any time, 

to blast Satan and all his demons into noth-

ingness, yet he humbled himself and kept 

his eye on his Father’s will.  That’s power 

under control.  That’s who I want to be like.  

He is the one I want to follow.  So if my ex-

ample, my Lord and my Savior, says for-

give it, I’ll humble myself and leave the 

scales of judgment in His hands. Much love 

to you. 

Letter #5  Well, Brother, I got down on my 

knees and prayed for my enemies today.  

It’s hard Brother, it’s really hard.  It doesn’t 

feel right and doesn’t feel good…but I did 

it anyway. All these years, I’ve never done 

anything right when I chose to do it “my” 

way. My way cuts a path of destruction big-

ger than a tornado.  I realize my ways are 

wrong and His ways are right.  Tony, when 

I close my eyes, I can still see that one 

dude’s face as he was standing over me 

while I lay in the pool of my blood. I could-

n’t do anything but watch.  The stabbing hit 

with such force that it fractured my skull.  

But when I see that, I have to turn my eyes 

on the One who died for me. So I will hum-

ble myself and submit myself unto Him.  

What I need from you, Tony, is to help me 

pray for my enemies. You are a good 

friend. You don’t know how much that 

means to me.  I love you, Brother, and my 

life has really been blessed by knowing 

you.  Much love. 

     As I read Jeff’s letters, I began to ask 

myself, “Am I falling short of my Fathers 

plans for my life?” Or when I stand before 



He told them that they also had a part in help-

ing that child to be all he could be.  I believe, 

we as a nation under God, have a responsibil-

ity to get involved in any way we can with the 

youth of this nation.  They are our future.  

They are God’s children!  I just ask that you 

would be in prayer for us as we prepare to 

put this together. 

   God Bless you all. Thank you for your giving 

hearts.  You, our contributors, are the ones 

who make this possible.  I pray the upcoming 

holidays are especially blessed this year as 

you spend time with friends and family.  

Again, thank you for all you do, each one of 

you. 

In Christ’s love, 

Candy Mac 

Dear Friends, 

   Well, here we are almost at the end of an-

other year.  The year started out slow for us, 

as far as ministering goes, because Tony 

needed so much recovery after his accident.  

It has been almost a year ago but, because of 

the grace of God, he is back and going 

strong.  I am still in awe of the way God 

chooses to use Tony for His glory, even after 

all these years since his salvation.  I am so 

humbled by it all.  Such a great gift from God 

to be married to a Godly man. 

   I am personally looking forward to the new 

and coming year.  Tony spoke briefly about 

filming in prisons to share with schools, chil-

dren’s correctional facilities and churches.  I 

can’t tell you how excited I am about this new 

project.  Instead of taking a few kids to 

prison, we will be taking prison to a multi-

tude of kids!  Of course we know this is go-

ing to be a very time consuming and costly 

thing to do, but I believe that God is leading 

us in this direction, He will meet our needs!  

If we can make a difference in just a few 

lives, then we are doing what we are called 

to do. 

   I am reminded of a time when Tony was 

asked to go to a church in Grove, OK to 

share our testimony.  While we were there, 

they had a baby dedication. I was moved by 

the way it was done.  The preacher took the 

young child and walked up and down the 

aisles talking about the child’s future. As he 

walked, he would pause and hand the baby 

to different members (ranging from the 

young to the very old) in the congregation.  

knew in prison.  They’ve heard about his 

conversion, but must see it with their own 

eyes to believe it. 

   I believe Tony has an impact on the prison-

ers like no one else can.  Just like J.P. said in 

his letter, “Thank you for being my example.  

I don’t think I could have made it through all 

of this without you being my example.”  I 

can’t tell you how many times we’ve heard 

this from prisoners and former prisoners. 

   God is doing a great work through Tony’s 

ministry at FIC.  Please continue to pray for 

Tony and Candy. 

God Bless You! 

Friends, 

    Most of us don’t have a clue what it’s like to 

live in prison. This sheds some disturbing 

light on the situation. (See Tony’s article in 

this newsletter and excerpts from J.P.’s let-

ter.)     

    J.P. was attacked in prison because he was 

determined to do the right thing and not join 

one of the gangs in prison.  Had he joined, 

they would have assured him safety and pro-

tection from other gang members.  However, 

this would have killed his Christian testimony 

to the other inmates.  J.P. was faithful and did 

what he knew God wanted him to do.  He  

miraculously lived to tell his story and be an 

example to others.    

   Tony Mac’s shadow still shows long at each 

of the Oklahoma prisons, even though he 

has been out six years.  I don’t  know if there 

has ever been a man to make such an impact 

on the lives of the prisoners, guards, and 

wardens as Tony has.  While in prison, be-

fore his conversion, he was THE MAN, the 

most feared person in the Oklahoma prison 

system.  He’s still talked about today.  His 

conversion shook the prisons just like Paul 

did 2000 years ago.  He’s still THE MAN, 

except now he’s a man of God.   

   Even today, when Tony speaks in prison 

chapels, I’ve seen men come and stand out-

side to see if it is really Tony, the man they 

country that Jesus is the answer to a love that 

is abundant.     So many are lost.  The field is 

wide.  We have a great work yet to be done.   

   It is up to each of us to plant the seed that 

will produce fruit.  We can help support those 

with a special gift, like Tony, to  carry the 

work to those who need to hear the Word.  

Those who find the Gift will be eternally 

grateful for your efforts. 

  Holidays, 2007, are quickly approaching.  

During the Thanksgiving season, we should 

always be thankful for the freedom we have to 

worship our God as we wish.  Others in this 

world are not as fortunate.  We are blessed 

abundantly!   

   As we celebrate Jesus’ birth, Christmas 

represents love and forgiveness.  That pre-

cious babe was born to show us unwavering 

love.  It is a love that much of the world does 

not understand.  We see so much hate and 

destruction going on in the mid-eastern re-

gions.  If those people could only know the 

love that we know from our Jesus!  We must 

pray fervently for those people, that they may 

someday know the love that is available to 

them.  

    Let us continue to show those in our own 
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   The day dawned brilliant and sunny, 

though a bit breezy.  Final preparations 

started early in the morning on October 

13, 2007 for the second annual FIC Bar-

beque.  Much work had already pre-

ceded that morning as workers set up 

the tent, chairs, tables, and PA system, 

shopped for groceries, planned music 

and  other entertainment for kids and 

adults.  Tony and Candy’s ranch-ette 

was the perfect setting for this fall event.  

The yard area was manicured and deco-

rated to a “T.”  Approximately 200 folks 

came to enjoy the day.  Many, many 

thanks go to Tony and Candy for their 

exhaustive efforts.  But, if you were to 

ask them who the thanks go to, they 

would say that FIC’s supporters deserve 

the most thanks.  And God deserves the 

glory for the great work that is being 

done through this ministry!   

Thank you for cooking, Clay Schwab 

and Richard Tipton. 

Barbara Foster spoke to us about 

her experiences in and out of 

prison and how God worked in 

her to change her life.  God 

brought her to a perfect under-

standing of the Gospel and pro-

vided a husband and job which  

helps her to glorify Him.  Some-

one just like you was bold enough 

to lead her to that understanding.   

Praise the Lord!  
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Eddie Warrior Chapel 

   FIC Ministries is proud to be a par-

ticipant in the collection of almost 

$20,000 donated to the Eddie Warrior 

Chapel Fund. The Dept. of Corrections 

has approved the construction of a 

chapel on the grounds of the Eddie 

Warrior women’s prison located in 

Taft, OK. However, the funds must all 

come from donations. No state funds 

are available. Total construction costs 

are estimated at $120,000 and ap-

proximately $40,000 has been do-

nated from all sources to date. Con-

gratulations to Clay Schwab for all his 

efforts in this great project.  Give God 

the Glory! 

 New website 

 FIC now has a website.  We are 

very proud of it.  You can stay in-

formed of the latest news by check-

ing the newsletter page frequently.  

There is a synopsis of Tony’s testi-

mony, so send your friends there to 

learn about the great things God can 

do.  Heartwarming letters and minis-

try opportunities are included.  We 

would love for you to sign our guest 

book.  Our prayers go out to  our 

contributors. 

Log on to: 

www.freeinchristministries.com. 

Update your Address 

   When your address changes, 

please inform us.  Make a notation to 

that effect included with your contri-

bution or send an e-mail to us.  We 

would like to make sure you con-

tinue to receive our mailings.  Even 

more important, our contribution 

statements go out soon after the first 

of each year.  You will want to re-

ceive yours for income tax pur-

poses.   

   We try hard to keep our address 

list current and correct.  Please help 

us update any errors or changes in 

your information.   

This and That  

Free  in  Chr i s t  Min i s t r i e s  

Foundat ion   

P.O. Box 252 

Coweta, Oklahoma 74429 

Phone:  918-279-1912 

Cell:  918-277-4274 

E-Mail:  fic@valornet.com 

www.freeinchristministries.com 

Thank you for your 

continued support! 


